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Gun Control & Gun Violence
In the US today, it is undeniable that gun-related violence has reached a human crisis level, with regular media reports showing the extent and frequency to which people are misusing guns (Smiley and Fakunle, 2016). Cases of gun violence have increased both at personal level and mass shootings involving multiple victims. The year 2020 alone, which marked a sharp rise in mass shootings, witnessed over 600 mass shootings that led to over 500 deaths and 2,500 injuries (Jackson, 2020). Based on the cases of increased mass shootings and other gun violence cases, there has been an ongoing debate on whether or not to enact strict laws and policies to ensure more safety.  
Besides, recent years have seen more gun-related activism, including anti-gun mobilizations by groups such as the Black Lives Matter movement that seek stricter controls to address racial and gun violence cases (Nigel, 2018). On the other hand, opponents of strict gun laws have argued that reducing the numbers of guns would not have a positively impact on gun violence cases. This paper explores the gun violence phenomenon and argues in favor of stricter controls while offering a rationale for why such action would make America safer than ever. 
Firstly, it is right to argue that the supply of guns in the country correlates with acts of violence. It means that the easier it is for people to own a gun or lesser accountability in doing so, the higher are chances for reckless use. From a different perspective, one would argue that if alcohol and substance use are loosely controlled, the cases of drunk driving will be significantly higher. In essence, therefore, a bold move that would see a significant reduction in gun violence would be to control their numbers within the American population. This fact is also grounded in scientific research, where a number of studies have shown that areas with a higher number of guns experience more assaults. Moyer (2017) outlines about 30 studies that have linked the supply of guns to crimes such as murders and rapes, among others. In particular, a 2015 joint study undertaken by Harvard University and Boston Children's Hospital researchers revealed that gun-related assaults were 6.8 times more common in US states with the most number of guns than those with the lowest number of guns (Moyer, 2017). Also, a combination of 15 studies affirmed that persons who had access to guns were twice more likely to be murdered than persons who had no access to guns. Therefore, there is a strong positive correlation between the supply of guns and exposure to gun-related violence.
In addition, opponents of stricter gun controls have had a narrow and misleading view about gun control policies. They underestimate gun control's purpose in keeping the country safe altogether. A recent study by Ausman and Faria (2019) published in the Surgical Neurology International Journal extensively defined 'gun control' as having a lot to do with 'people control'. Despite the second amendment laws that support the right for individuals to arm themselves, having gun controls would make it easier to control gun holders' behaviors. It would be quite erroneous for one to think about people control as a means to deprive the people of their rights to arm themselves. Silos-Rooney (2020) reminds that the National Rifle Association's defense has always been that the US constitution places no restrictions on a person's need to own a gun. Therefore, if one needs a gun, so they should have it. 
Nevertheless, within the context of incremental gun violence rates, people control is about offering a centralized governmental system to ensure people with guns are accountable at all times (Ausman and Faria, 2019). Therefore, it is very vital to pinpoint that gun control is about strictness about gun ownership and use, which translates to more accountability. Contrary to what the opponents of gun laws perceive, gun control and, by extension, people control is not about undermining rights but a systemic focus to reduce crimes related to gun ownership. An example of people control would be restricting persons with unsound minds from owning and using guns, such as those with critical mental health issues. This control would work quite effectively given that the majority of gun crimes, such as mass shootings, involve persons with mental health challenges. Besides, any peace-loving citizen, a gun holder or not, would advocate for peace, and this would mean better accountability for guns.
In conclusion, America has been faced with a new vice that is spreading fast, and it involves the use of guns to commit crimes. While the second amendment guarantees a citizen's right to self-defense, the threats posed by some gun holders call for a reflection of this law. Given that strong evidence has linked the supply of guns to gun-related crime, it is ripe time to have stricter controls towards ownership and usage of guns. In consultation with diverse stakeholders, policymakers would enact specific controls to gun ownership, such as restricting usage for persons with mental health challenges. In the spirit of unity to support a great and safe society, citizens should join hands to advocate for stricter policies in gun ownership and usage. 
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